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Michael Boone:
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Boone:
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This is Michael N. Boone. I'm interviewing William M. Baker for
the Society of Former Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation Oral History Program.

Today is February 2% 2006. This interview is taking place at Bill
Baker’'s home in Westlake Village, California. This is Tape
Number 1, Side A.

I'm William M. Baker, better known as Bill Baker. And | am
going to read the copyright release.

We, the undersigned, convey the rights to the intellectual content
of our interview on this date, which is February’23006, to the
Society of Former Special Agents of the FBI.

This transfer is in exchange for the Society’s efforts to preserve the
historical legacy of the FBI and its members. We understand that
portions of this interview may be deleted for security purposes.

Unless otherwise restricted, we agree that acceptable sections can
be published on the World Wide Web and the recordings
transferred to an established repository for preservation and
research.

And it's signed by both myself, the interviewee, William M.
Baker, and...

And Michael N. Boone.

| would like to add the additional restriction that the interviewee
request review of any written transcript before web posting or
transfer to a repositoryThank you (Mr. Baker reviewed the
materials and returned to the project on 4/11/06).

Bill, where were you born?
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| was born in Newark, New Jersey on Decer@b8r1939. My
father was then a control tower operator at the &kwirport and
he was building up his flight hours, so that heldmet a
commercial position as an airline pilot, which &cf he did shortly
after | was born. And he went with American Aidsas a copilot
in 1940.

Did you grow up mostly in New Jersey?

No. He immediately was transferred to Rl@lphia and then New
York. And | grew up on Long Island in New York &a

My father was drafted. It's kind of a funny storie was drafted
and he was at Fort Dix going through infantry tnagn when he
had a good sergeant, who was asking all his regfiithat did
you do before the war, son?” And my father saat tre was an
airline pilot for American Airlines. And the sei@@ immediately
said, “What the hell are you doing in the Infantry®nd they
transferred him to the Army Air Corps, where hevflduring the
war.

| spent that period with my mother in an apartmer@pueens
County, New York, while my father was flying the itlo Atlantic
primarily, ferrying cargo and troops from the Unlt8tates to
England and back.

Did you want to be a pilot when you werad®?k

| thought very hard about that, yes. | tifduthat that would be a
great occupation.

Did you play any sports in high school?

Oh, yes. Shortly after the war ended, ntlyelawas promoted to
captain, because he had so much seniority ovesthes just-hired
pilots. The airline industry really took off afté&/orld War II
ended.

And to my father’s luck, he had service datind 840 and so he
was a senior pilot almost from the beginning.
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We moved out to Massapequa, New York, orSthéh Shore of
Long Island, and | grew up in a great school systehich really
put a lot of focus on sports. |ran track. | the half mile and the
mile and cross-country. And | wrestled. Wresthmgs a big sport
on Long Island and | enjoyed that. It was you agiayour
opponent and, if you failed, it was all you.

So | enjoyed my high school immensely. | made yfaends that
| still have to this day. And also did well enoustademically, so
that | was then accepted at the University of \fiigifor my
college.

Majoring in?

Well, 1 didn’t know exactly. At Virginia ithose days, you took
two years of liberal arts and then selected a majard | was
attracted to the school because my cousin haddaitetere. And
| went down there for his wedding when | was anr@sgionable
sophomore in high school. And I thought from tioenthat |
would like to go to the University of Virginia asyngousin had.

And | had actually applied at the University ofidoCarolina,
Colgate and Virginia. | was accepted at all theag] my parents
said, “Why don’t you go off and visit each school®ly father
gave me an airline pass and some money.

And my first stop was Charlottesville, Virgini&nd | went to my
cousin’s fraternity and they convinced me thatddtd spend the
weekend there and not go on to North Carolinaevien did look at
North Carolina or Colgate. | made up my mind thego to
Virginia.

And did you continue to play sports in ogd@

| did. They had a cross-country run thas waen to the whole
university and, as a young first year student agiia, | entered
that and took a second. | came in behind theidMadigh school
half-mile champion. He and | later became closnits. And, so
| did run.

And then | entered the wrestling intramural touneat and won
my weight class at 157 pounds. And then the coaafe by and
recruited me to go out for the team, which | did.
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So | wrestled for a few years. That wassiart that | did at
college level. And the other sports were intrarhura

Upon graduation, what did you go on to diat time?
From college?
Yes.

During college, | was in the Air Force ROpfgram, Reserve
Officers Training Corps and upon graduation, | wakected to go
to flight school. And that gets back to your qu@stbout a pilot.
| really did want to be a pilot.

And | subsequently went to flight school with thie Force. | got
a waiver. First, | hadn’t taken any piston flyifggcause | had had
a hernia wrestling and that had to be repaired! rBigsed the
flying part of my Reserve Officer Training Commaidi | got a
waiver and went there and started out in jets.

And later | was told by my instructor that if theyer needed a
kamikaze squad, they would come to me right awagabse my
takeoffs and air work were fine, but | had trouli¢h my landing.

And after a few run-ins that way, they askedwifdnted to be a
navigator. And my answer was no. And this is siing that |
used when | later lectured students about let-dobesause | was
really disappointed.

And | looked at the list of options open to me émely had Office
of Special Investigations, being an investigatortfe OSI.

And so | applied for that, which was a three-yaaligation as
opposed to the five year flight program. And frigntkat shaped
my whole subsequent career in life, because | edjdlye Office of
Special Investigations very much.

Of historical significance, the OSI was set upabyFBI Agent,
who Mr. Hoover allowed to leave, and he was givenrank of
Colonel and then Colonel Carroll set up the tragrpnogram for
the OSI. So that New Agents’ Class was patterfited the FBI
New Agents’ Class. And it was a very professiagralup, both
officers and enlisted.
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| spent my three year tour in the Air Fopcenarily at Westover
Air Force Base, after completing training. So ésipthe three
years at Westover Air Force Base, conducting backut
investigations, security checks, and doing criminaéstigative
work for the Air Force. | enjoyed it very much.

And enjoyed the camaraderie of being with othemgpofficers
from various colleges who were all assigned tceddht positions
in the Air Force at the time.

| spent a lot of time at Cape Cod in the summet too far from
Springfield, Massachusetts, where Westover Air E@ase was
located. And I also learned to ski during thateiframe. And
that's something that I've kept up to this day.

Now, can you tell me how that Air Force eigrece led you into
the FBI?

Yes. | always enjoyed the investigative kvamd the report
writing came easy because of my background in ihyistehich
was my degree at Virginia. | was very used toingireports and
enjoyed it.

| got along very well with my Colonel and had goatings. And
then | did decide | would leave. |thought | wahtecareer in
marketing, so | actually applied to companies kkector and
Gamble, Triple M, those types of large companies ltiad training
programs for graduates and | had my Service bahiad

But unbeknownst to me, my Colonel, who liked megiobsly,
recommended me to the FBI. And | received a tedaptcall,
cold, at my parents’ residence, which was in Neigeleat the
time and it was the FBI.

And they said they were recruiting. And | tol@th, “Well, |
don’t think 1 would qualify, because I'm not a lagry’ The Agent
on the other end of the phone laughed and said|l‘8& doesn’t
matter, neither am I.”

| said, “Well, you don’t understand, sir, I'm rah accountant
either.” And he laughed again and said, “Neitharlason.” He
said, “That’s a bit of a myth.”
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And | said, “Well, look, in the Air Forcehen | couldn’t fly, |
didn’t want to be in the cockpit.” | said, “Canwassure me that |
won't be a second-class type of Agent if | don'véahat
background?” He said, “I certainly can assure yy@at, there’s no
restriction. We’'re interested in you. Why donduwgo to the
nearest office, that would be New Jersey becausedlling you
from New Jersey?”

| put that into my bonnet and one day | was in Neéwk City and
| was with a friend, and | said, “What are all tagsen doing in
suits walking into that building? It looks likeishs a residential
neighborhood.” And my friend said, “Well, it's Be&9" Street
and that’s the FBI Office.” And then | said, “Rigél | said,
“Look, I need to go in there.”

So | went in cold and ended up talking to the @ppk Agent, the
recruiting Agent in New York, told him the backgrababout that
and he laughed at the time.

| later found out that they stole me from the NBwsey office and
recruited me in New York and they were very pleabed |
walked into their office rather than New Jersey.

At that time it was important to know, | think rfthis Oral
History, that J. Edgar Hoover was having a feudhwiartin
Luther King, who had accused Mr. Hoover of staffsogithern
offices with southern-born Agents. To disprovettial Agents
coming in about that time, 1965, who came in from lew York
Office, were sent south.

So my first office of assignment after completiF@|l training was
Charlotte, North Carolina. | don’t know if you wtaio go into
training. It's pretty well covered by many Agents.

Anything, that stood out during trainingy amcident or any
particular thing?

Yeah, basically | went thinking Quanticorg/nia, U.S. Marine
Corps, I'd better be in the best shape of my liéad | was mildly
disappointed to find out that the physical demamege not that
strong, at least in my estimation. Because | veag used to
running and wrestling.
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Baker: And | found out that with my roommates tatwould go out
after class and before dinner and take long ruststqudo the
physical work.

| also found out that because of my OSI trainind,as | described
to you, the OSI training had been set up by anAdnt, | found
that it was somewhat easier for me. But that wassitive thing.

And the only thing that | hadn’t had really muchining on was
firearms. | found that to be excellent, very sgdimearms training
at that time in 1965.

Those are my principal observations about the Wgents’ Class,
which was a very satisfactory experience.

We did laugh though as a class, because we wenigh the old
Marine barracks, the red brick building. There eveight of us, |
believe, assigned to a room, four bunk beds.

And at the time we recalled humorously reading neteeFederal
Judge had found it inhumane to have more thangiig®ners to a
cell. We knew we were three over that, but we diarind at all,
because we were looking forward to putting at |&astprisoners
in a cell after we graduated.

Boone: Well, | had that same configuration, soveht ask you a
guestion. Did you have any bad snorers among gigiat?

Baker: We had a B-52 pilot, Don Bassett by the wayo had a nice
career with the FBI, a lot of it in training. BDbn was a B-52
pilot and he would have nightmares.

And so we all became his crew during the nightwhe started
speaking about “pull up, pull up.” 1think | wasaae copilot and
my other bunk member was a gunner. And we us&lgh and
get him through his nightmares, and then kid hithe&arigorously
about it during the day. He tried very hard to @edr those
nightmares and did.

Boone: So an east coast boy goes to the southt Wésathat like hitting
your first office?
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Well you know what was good about it, thesxe about ten
bachelor Agents assigned to the Charlotte DivisiArvery sharp
Special Agent in Charge named Murphy, walked oet ionday
morning, after we had all spent a weekend in tglly town of
Charlotte and saw the ten of us having too goadltohe reliving
our weekend.

That week we were sent to ten different Residegenkies around
the state. The ten of us were fanned out. He kmbat he had to
do and he was smart about it.

And what was cute about it is my roommate, bottraming and at
Charlotte, was Tom Renaghan, who is a dear friertdis day and
made a career of the FBI.

But he called both Tom and I into his office tdgatand he looked
at Tom Renaghan and said, “Bill Baker, I'm sendjog to
Durham.” And he looked at me and said, “And Torm&ghan,

I’'m sending you to Fayetteville.”

We both didn’t want to correct him, so we saide$y'sir,” and left.
And Tom looked at me and said, “Who do you thirgdsng
where?” And | said, “Tom, | think | won, becauskem he gets to
paper, it's going to be Bill Baker, Durham.”

So Tom used to come up whenever he could to gay &nom the
Fort Bragg complex. And | spent my time at Durharhich, as
you may know, is the home of Duke and also vergelo that
school | never visited that | might have attendbd,University of
North Carolina.

| took an apartment halfway between the two schaab spent my
mornings out chasing the Ku Klux Klan and develgpimformants
to go into the Ku Klux Klan. A point of interestdre. One of my
methods given to me by a wise old Resident Agesttwao to the
Selective Service Board and get the names of rigcettirned
veterans who had left the area of the culturaltsgluth and
experienced some years of service in the variolisanyiservices.

| then would find them and interview them and talkhem about
their experiences abroad in the military. Manyh&m actually by
that time were serving in Asia and starting to eenvVietnam.
This was 1966. And | recruited them to go into kheKlux Klan.
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We had the largest klavern in America attitine, which consisted
of the major tobacco companies, warehouse typeames and,
fortunately, they were not a violent group. Thesrevquite large
in numbers though.

And | recall an interesting incident. Of courae developed these
sources, placed them in the Klan and into the diffeklaverns.
And gave them taskings, one of which was to repack to us
after each meeting.

And there were four of us assigned to the Residgenhcy. Two
senior Agents, Chuck Miller and Lindian Swaim, afdk
Holdren, a good Agent, a little bit more seasomeshtme. | was
the junior Agent.

And one time | remember getting back three repgoots the three
informants that we had in this one klavern. Twdhaf informants
reported that an individual had stood up and daatlilhe was an
FBI informant and that he felt very bad about trad wanted to
confess to the Klan. And the third report we gatksaid that
nothing out of the ordinary went on at that meetikgell, we
obviously knew which of our three sources had tdrawed we used
that to our advantage.

One of the very fine things we did in my opinievgrking with the
other Agents from the Secret Service, we heardtkieaVice
President of the United States at that time, Hudarhphrey, was
coming to the town of Durham to dedicate an altbleollege or
to help re-dedicate it and to honor an all bladunance company
in Durham, North Carolina.

Being aware way in advance, we got several ofrdormants in
the state to sponsor a turkey shoot some sixtysrolgside of
Durham on that day. The FBI put up the prize mdioeyhe
turkey shoot and we got attendance interest ugftie tickets and
so forth, all sponsored secretly by the FBI.

And then we took the tag numbers of all the irdlinls on that
day. And at that time, | must say that we had fungdive level
and criminal work, we had outstanding cooperatidth Vaw
enforcement in the south, but on racial issues...

By tag numbers, you mean license plates....
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License plate, license plate numbers.

We waited until the last week before giving thathie North
Carolina State Police with the idea that these leeaiso would
have probably guns and liquor in their cars.

And then we put the pressure on the State Poli¢e.said, “You
need to pull over all these cars.” What happerdba Klan
members got out to the turkey shoot and some ezhtize Vice
President was then coming to town and wanted tcedoack.

And the State Police worked with us very well ulling them over
and detaining them. Of course, we were very rellewhen the
Vice President had wheels up and pulled out of INGdrolina.
We kept some of the bigger drinkers and the morgtérous Klan
members out at the raffle and then State Policaiksd them on
the highway.

| also spent a good portion of the afternoons ghaan the college
campuses, the beautiful campuses of Duke Univeasitithe
University of North Carolina, working at that timery closely
with the deans, the deans of students at bothutistis, and trying
to minimize the effects of the Students for a Deratic Society,
known as SDS, which had chapters at both of thoseetsities.

So you might say that my career was pretty mudénicad
between the hard right, meaning the Ku Klux Kl far right,
and the far left, being the SDS.

In those days, you spent one year almost to tieatal then | was
transferred again to my second office, which waal@d-lorida.
Actually, it was Jacksonville, Florida. | was vérgppy about that
and looked at the beach and thought, “This is gtorige nice.”

And then the Special Agent in Charge, D.K. Broeadled me into
his office and said, “Young man,” and he was anHiddver
appointee. He said, “Young man, | don't like totbeed down by
the FBI Headquarters.” And | had no idea what las talking
about.

He said, “Therefore, | looked at your background gou have

previously served successfully in a Resident Agehaye you
not?” And | said, “Yes, sir, in Durham.”

10
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He said, “Then you are not staying hereackdonville. The
Bureau turned down the man that | wanted to sei@ctda, saying
he didn’t have enough experience in a Resident &geiYou
though do. Do you like to hunt, Mr. Baker?” I&diNo sir, |
don’t hunt.” He said, “Hmm, do you play golf?” An said, “No,

| don’t.” He said, “Good. Then you will work vehard out there.
You'll like Ocala.”

| had no idea where Ocala was and | got into drPbymouth that
they gave me and drove towards Tampa, until | vaeoind this
little square and what was labeled Ocala twiceyhath time a
police officer pulled me over and said, “You mustthe new FBI
man coming to town.”

Of course, if you remember the cars had whiplaseranas all over
and state highway radios and | had called in omdde to the
office. And | said, “Yes, I'm looking for downtowh And he

said, “You're in it.”

And he sent me to the tallest building, which \&dhkree-story
Federal Building, and | took up residence at mygdffice in
Ocala, Florida.

How many people were in that RA?

That was a three-man Resident Agency, mgselftwo other
Agents. And the two senior Agents had been tha/er. One
of them was extremely competent, Ted Tucker.

And Ted and | got along immensely and worked Vemd
primarily doing fugitive work, chasing fugitivesrtbugh the
orange groves.

But again, as a bachelor, after two years, | u@see the then
Special Agent in Charge, who | got along well witHis name was
Bob Gebhardt.

And Bob gave me decent advice. He said, “Bilbkiol can’t
transfer you into Jacksonville. | know you'd liteebe at
Headquarters, but the FBI Headquarters won’t appeosiouble
transfer. They won't approve me pulling you in &shding an
Agent from here out. So I'm afraid you're goinghtave to stay in
Ocala for a while longer.”

11
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And | said, “Well, with no disrespect to yathat offices do | have
seniority for after three years in the FBI?” Arel$aid, “Only one,
New York City.” And that shaped my next request.

| put in for New York City and received my transfeo weeks
later. | arrived in New York City, with a tan, dog a snowstorm
in February.

| have a question for you. The old myth wfagou said I'm
interested in going to New York, even for vacatipoy said it at
lunch, in the middle of nowhere, your transfer osdeere cut
within fifteen minutes.

It was amazing. Truly, | learned that latenen | was on the
Transfer Desk as an Agent Supervisor, but | kneaw lthvanted to
get to New York. My father was nearing the endhigfcareer as
an airline captain with American. They lived ngantb New
Jersey. And | thought it would be nice to be rtbarfamily and
also to work in a large office and conduct the namplex
investigations.

So when | arrived with a tan, of course, the NewvkyAgents,
one-half of whom probably had Jacksonville or sather
southern office down as where they would likeddaweénbeen, took
a look at me and said, “What happened? Obvioyskyve been
disciplined here.” And | said, “Oh, no. This is @ffice of
Preference transfer.”

So they tended to avoid me, wondering what kind fufol would
come in in February and come to New York.

If I could just back up a few months though. Qmteresting case
has just come to my mind that occurred when | wa3dala,
Florida.

| received a communiqué from the FBI and it was ofthose
Hoover specials, color-coded. You had to run yeads and get
back an answer within twenty-four hours.

And it was to track down an unknown subject, foegewho was
using his good looks and his ability as a magagatesman to
enter women'’s apartments, befriend them, and thereahatever
type of relationship he was able to maintain witén, stealing
their checks and then forging them and cashing them

12
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Well, the reason | remember this is it bezameresting only later
on. But the victim was a young lady who worked@angress,
and she had admitted to the FBI that she had beeifchis
victims in Washington, D.C. She had been enameitdthis
young man and, in fact, had taken him into the tapemt, where
he spent a good deal of time and then he latex bl checks.

The only thing she found to help identify this pyguinknown
subject was some phone numbers that she foungmta of
paper that he left. And one of those numbers veaedt to a small
town, Wildwood, Florida, which was a railroad towalfway
between Ocala and Tampa.

| went to the Chief of Police of that town andds&lLook, this is
just a telephone number that | have.” And | gave tie
background I've just given you and said, “I haveidea in the
world why this young criminal would have this numbe

And the Chief smiled and said, “Well, if you knéwe daughter of
the subscriber of this phone number, who happebs ®railroad
brakeman for the Florida Southern, you would knowy\ne’s
interested in this phone number, because she imdise beautiful
woman ever born in the State.

This is Michael N. Boone and I'm continuihg interview of Bill
Baker. This is Side B of Tape 1.

Continuing with my comments about this inigzgion of the
unknown subject, who was befriending women and #tealing
their checks.

We pulled up to the house of this brakeman, thiefGfi Police,
and |, and we noticed outside a rather new car aviitorida
license tag 1E on it, which meant that it was ad@dunty,
Miami rental car.

The Chief and | looked at each other and acknoydddhat we
might have our unknown subiject visiting his trudfgend. And,
in fact, upon going up to the house and lookingulgh the screen
door, we noticed a good looking young man and affehyoung
lady sitting on the couch.

And the young man had an ascot on, | recall ®dhaly, which is
probably the only ascot in that part of Florida.
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We called him out for questioning and evatyutook him to the
Chief’s office and continued our interrogation ahhlooking for
identity.

And he provided several different identities arabwot being very
cooperative about telling us about his forgery ewgpees, until |
asked him if he had seen the mo@ieol Hand Luke And he
looked a bit puzzled and said, “Why, yes,” he hat jecently.

And | said, “Well, you may be interested in knogitmat the
prison is just ten miles up the highway here amd shwhere you'll
be going if we determine that this is a State aféerBy that | mean
you did not use your proper identity in taking trestal car and
the Chief has you on a local charge of that. Haxew you so
desire, you can give me a signed statement adgittet you
befriended a young woman who worked for the Corggnebose
name is Mary Jo Kopechne, and that you then stweks from
her, forged them, and cashed them.”

Uh-huh.

He thought for only about fifteen secondd elected to go
Federal. And | took a lengthy signed statemene R&1d him on
local charges until we could arrest him on the Faldsharges.

And that was my, | believe, my first commendatietidr in the
FBI.

But I tell the story because obviously Mary Jo Koipne became a
matter of great interest later, but at the timgpitto Mr. Hoover’s
attention because she worked for the Kennedy’sarbbiler room
up on the Hill.

So you had your first Director’s signatyey had Hoover’s
signature in his special ink?

In the good ink.
In the good ink.
Yes.

And what else did you work there that waldw about?
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I think, in Florida, that's primarily the g1 wanted to tell,
because of its historical significance.

Upon getting to New York though, as in all officgeu have to
prove yourself to the veteran cadre of Agents.

| was initially assigned to a Selective Servicai&@tjand then to a,
what | called the Junior Fugitive Squad, where veawafter
deserters and the “76” violators, you know, notriten Unlawful
Flight To Avoid Prosecution, that type.

And then | got a break. At that time, 1969, augraalled the
Black Liberation Army, which was an offshoot of tBeck
Panthers, was becoming quite active in New Yorly &itd
elsewhere around the country. And they were, itiqudar, they
were trying to shoot and kill police officers.

And in the 1970s, by the early 70s, they had &ilihat they liked
to refer to in their communiqués as salt and pefgzens of police
officers. When they saw a white officer and a klafficer
working together, the Black Liberation Army, in effort in their
minds to create a revolution, would shoot bothheft and then
claim responsibility for it.

Well, President Nixon ordered the FBI into thigastigation.
Normally, it would have been handled by police &®micide.

And so in the first instance that I'm aware of agbint task force
in a criminal case, a select group of FBI Agents veeimed to
work off of the Bank Robbery Squad in the New Y&& Office
with a group of detectives from the New York Citgliee
Department, who were on their Major Case Squad.

| was fortunate enough, along with Tom Renaghdm ihad
earlier mentioned and who went to New York fromaéth, his
second office, about the same time. We were rodesria New
York City again.

And Tom and | were selected to work on that squdmich was a
great breakthrough in my FBI career, working agaims known
cadre of at least forty dedicated revolutionarkegping
communiqués going with San Francisco, New OrleAtianta,
many other offices, and tracking down this group.
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Baker: In one case, one of them, one of the membassAndrew Jackson
and another was Twyman Myers. A third was a wondaanne
Chesimard. These all became well known nameset&Hi in the
early 70s. Myers and Chesimard were placed o Bis Ten
Most Wanted List of fugitives.

And we were fortunate enough to get some goodsleside
worked very hard. And we were able to track dowrdew
Jackson and, in a major break, broke into his apart, where we
were told by an informant that he was staying, amédsted him
and his girlfriend.

He did leap for a gun and we were able to jumjpionahead of
time and arrest him without harm and secure thetzeat.

But on the way to the Federal House of Detentiovgs in the
back seat with him in the traditional way that Bl kept a
prisoner in those days, handcuffed and he wasgiiti the back
seat passenger side. | was sitting behind thedard then we
had an Agent in the front seat passenger and therdvas an
Agent.

And Andrew Jackson kept looking at me and at ther& in the
passenger side up front. And finally he said dVed your life,”
looking at me. And | said, “What are you talkingpat? We just
arrested you and got you before you got to your gdow do you
figure you saved my life?”

He said, “Well, I'm about to tell you.” He saitRemember the
Bronx bank job about a month ago?” And | said,sYlke
remember it.” He said, “You responded to it, rifhtAnd | said,
“Yes, I did.” And he said, “And that guy right tfeg that short
guy.” And | said, “Yes, we did.”

He said, “Well, you and that short guy were intewing a
superintendent in an apartment building followihg bank
robbery, weren’t you?” And at that time the hairtbe back of
my neck went up and | said, “Yes, | was.”
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He said, “Well, Twyman Myers and | were hglin another
apartment across from you after the bank robbedyTanvyman had
a fully loaded forty-five and said to me now we ¢@dhsome FBI
Agents, as well as some cops.” And | restrained, biecause, |
said, “This area is swarming with FBI. We’re negeing to get
out of here if you do it. We’ll get another chanoeill us some
FBI Agents. You're not gonna do it. Be quiet.”

And the other Agent, Bob McCartin, had four cheldyas | recall,
and after we booked Andrew Jackson, we lookeddt ether and
he said, “Bill, | don’t often do this. | usuallysh home to New
Jersey, but would you like to have a drink with afier work?” |
said, “I very much would.” And that was the inad¢hat | recall
quite vividly about our days chasing down...

Later Twyman Myers was killed by the FBI, inclugiBob
McCartin, in a major shootout, but by that timeathbeen
promoted to the Survey and Investigations StathefHouse
Appropriations Committee. | had been selectecbtdawvn to
Washington, D.C. It was 1973 by that time. And Moover had
died.

And Tom Renaghan, again, and | were selected ttogm and
work on that committee.

Other cases that | worked in New York. | gotiadbexperience
doing fugitive work in tough neighborhoods and dappreciation
for that type of criminal investigative work. Amdgreat deal of
experience that helped me throughout my career.

One of the major cases, other than the Black hifom Army, was
the case that they subsequently made into a mboig Day
Afternoon,starring Al Pacino.

And, again, Renaghan and |, we were working orBlek
Robbery Squad together and we were the ones whondsd.
My partner at the time, our partner, Jim Murphys\iae
chauffeur, who shot and killed Sal Naturale, onéhefbank
robbers in that case.
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And we arrested Wortorwiozho was the other subject that,
again, as the movie pointed out accurately, he @antoney, so
that he could have his girlfriend receive a sexhgeaoperation.
And, of course, the movie that was made had viatante, sex, all
that, and New York involved in it. And that waso#imer kind of
major case that | worked on at the time.

The assignment to the House Appropriations CoremiBurvey
and Investigative Staff was a very interesting oe conducted
cost benefit analysis for the House AppropriatiGasnmittee.
And we were actually on special assignment. Weediin our
FBI credentials and were given House Appropriadod Staff
credentials and worked on the Hill.

And | met some really fine investigators. And asid, we
conducted surveys and cost benefit analysis. kagon military
base closing investigations and | worked on comitgunental
health efforts to determine their validity and wietthey should
continue to be funded with seed money.

Some very interesting cases. Worked there fouhgyear.

And then an Agent, who really was a mentor for was Joe
Corless. Joe had been the Bank Robbery Superwsor,
supervisor in New York, when | worked the specelad, the
Black Liberation Army Squad, and after that workied Bank
Robbery Squad itself. Joe had alwaysverseen my career.

And he was then at the FBI. As part of his cadeselopment, he
left New York and was in the Administrative Divisiat FBI
Headquarters.

And after a year, he called me and he said theseanslot and he
thought it would be very good for my career if lwle come in

and join him in the Administrative Division. Andlld so. And
that was really the start of my rise from beindraet Agent, where
| spent my first eight years and, and then movingndo
supervisory roles.

| think at this point | would like to make a comm¢hat even
today, | wish that all supervisors in the FBI hadkast five years
of experience as a street level investigator betfueg were singled
out for promotion.
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Boone:

Baker:

Boone:

Baker:

Boone:

| know the needs of the Bureau come fingt,| hound that those
eight years on the street always provided me wasight later on,
because | had rapport with street Agents. | ergoyg work with
them. And if it had not been for Joe Corless, napiBRobbery
Squad Supervisor, talking me into administrativesaxdement, |
probably would have stayed a street Agent.

At FBI Headquarters, my first assignment was iradministrative
file section. It wasn’t too very exciting, updajithe briefing
section of every Agent's file.

But then | received a change in assignment andassigned to the
Transfer Desk. That's all transfers, both undeec@and the
specials, Bureau specials, as well as Office ofieiPeace and new
Agent assignments.

So it was interesting work and, at that time, Aldeninistrative
Division of the FBI was a critical division for the interested in
career development. You got a lot of good perslwoek behind
you.

So you have kind of a claim to fame re:Ttrensfer Desk, don't
you?

Yes. | was telling you earlier, before wearded, when | heard
when you came into the FBI, that you might say theds the
initiator for the infamous 10/1/69 Program.

And what that meant was, when | was working onTiransfer
Desk, | was told by my superiors that | had tofatafthe large ten
offices, the “top ten” as we called it, New Yorkitg the office
with the most Special Agents assigned. And theshvigton
Field, then Los Angeles, Chicago, San Franciscd,sanon.

That's because New York couldn’t count copgbe such as
yourself.

That'’s right.

To voluntarily transfer.
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There weren’t enough fools like myself windunteered to go to
New York. And it took transfers there against ik of many of

them, and to get them up to staff, because thesesweh a heavy
workload there.

And so when | looked at this large class of neveritg that we had
taken in in 1969, | came up with the idea that mainyhem had
not been in one of the ten largest offices and wayeing to their
second office. They should receive a transfemi® af the ten
largest.

And in that way, my superiors bought off on myamenendation
and we started transferring Agents, perhaps likesalf, from
very nice offices, like Jacksonville, Florida omSaiego,
California, and sent them to one of the largerceffi It was not a
popular program by any means, but it did meet #exla of the
Bureau.

So how long were you at the Transfer Uniklihere, before you
moved to another unit?

Well actually | became the Unit Chief andrtlwas in charge of all
transfers. Bob Cahill retired. He had had the jbbecame the
Unit Chief and then went on the Inspection Stafhmasnspector’s
Aide.

And in 1978, | was transferred out as Assistamcip Agent in
Charge to the Portland Division in Oregon. Saletl at
Headquarters from about '74 to '78.

Now did you have a guru back there thatlvedygsing your career
along?

Well really the only guru that | had was @weless, who was a
terrific supervisor in the field. And, then he whs one who got
me to Headquarters.

But after that, it was pretty much whatever | dght myself or did
wrong, and | was able to do most things right. Aod was
picked to go out to Portland as Assistant in Charge

But while you were up in, before you wentaortland, what
Directors had you served under at the Bureau?
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That’'s a good question. First, well at Bugeau, would have
been, L. Patrick Gray, | missed him. He had goemabse of
Watergate. | was in the Survey Staff then.

And then Ruckelshaus had it for a very brief pgand he was not
fully confirmed, neither was Gray, of course.

And then Kelley, Clarence Kelley had it until 19T®elieve,
when Judge Webster took over. And so from '78|ydéawas
Judge Webster. | had my first experiences workandnim then
and came to his attention when | was Unit ChiefrenTransfer
Desk and we had some important specials. Anduladigthad
occasion to brief him a couple times.

Also, | remember one occasion where Strom Thurmthavery
influential Senator from South Carolina, was denagthat a
female Agent be transferred closer to her husbamdik
assignment from Norfolk to Richmond. And | did tlesearch on
that case and confirmed that there were four mgengs ahead of
her in serious need for hardship reasons andtthentuld be
inappropriate to transfer her.

The Director sent several notes down asking fahér
explanation. And then finally called me into hiice because he
wanted to do the right thing on this case.

And when he heard me out and | stood firm, he, Saidd if |
ordered you to transfer her,” and | said, “Welegnh would have
to do it, wouldn’t I, sir, but | would not recommthat.” And he
said, “Nor would I.” He said, “I wanted to see h&imm you
would be. | appreciate your analysis. Thank yo#érid he turned
down the transfer.

| thought that was, in my opinion, the right thifog him to have
done and I think that perhaps it made a small isgpo® on him.

But anyway, | was picked shortly after that toay as Assistant
Special Agent in Charge in Portland. That's thenbar two
position for anyone outside of the FBI listeninghcs.

Now you were not at Headquarters under gaEldoover, but you
were under several other Directors. Did you naéiahange of the
feel of the Bureau once Hoover had died and otlecibrs took
over?
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I'll be very candid with you. | did not wiaand | turned down
administrative advancement while Mr. Hoover wasgaalil was
single. | had read stories about the actions ble against clerical
employees for having fiancés spend the night arfdrsie. And
quite honestly, | was in no position to want todmae high profile
at that time. | didn’t want my personal life loakat and | was
very happy being in the field. And it really wasuhtil his death
that | accepted the idea of transfers up the ranks.

But | did notice and, and mostly it was listentogother
supervisors talk about how Clarence Kelley, whemwhs Director,
started some fine initiatives, such as the qualtgr quantity
concept, such as the admission of female Agentshwiras
started under him.

These were important, these were important inmeatto help the
FBI evolve into staying a modern investigative aggenThe
guality over quantity concept was really good, loseal can recall
having had up to seventy deserter cases mysetfeatime, hardly
being able to keep them all posted and work, aalizieg that it
wasn’t the most critical work that this nation wased with.

So the idea of moving from how many stolen autoitestudid you
recover to the ability to penetrate groups, sucbrganized crime.
That clearly started more after Mr. Hoover’s death.

| think the complex white collar crime cases alliyehad started,
but they clearly were accelerated. The idea ofrfgamultiple
Agents assigned to one case was rather new. Aaid,dghink all
of that was a positive way for the FBI to meet mmi@dern
demands.

Did you notice politics were playing a rafeer Hoover died?
Now arguably, Hoover created an agency that woalttde from
politics, but everyone knows that certainly at sgroimt the White
Houses and the various Administrations became imenived in
the Bureau.

How was that prior to your going out to, was irtRmd?
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Boone:

Baker:

Boone:

Baker:

Boone:

Yes. Honestly, | didn’'t have that high leseposure prior to
going out. | did see some of it when | worked loa Hill Staff and
was providing reports to Jimmy Whitten, who therswhze
Congressman for Mississippi, heading up the House
Appropriations Committee. | saw how our reportseMeandled
and | marveled at it. | had always, when befatehing to these
Congressmen grill their witnesses, | always marcveketheir broad
comprehension of the issue.

But it was my experience on the Staff, that predithe answer to
that. Not only did we give our reports to the Cassg, but we
provided ten questions that were appropriate taoasthe
witnesses, who might come before them. And, ttssvars to
those questions!

Made them look pretty smart, huh?

So it made the Congressmen look very srasithey asked their
insightful questions. But that’s life and | had prmblem with that.
It was part of my job to conduct the investigataord then devise
the questions and the answers and provide that.

So you began your, go out to the field, ladke Bureau, out to
the field, back to the Bureau.

Exactly. And in those days, that's exaethat it was. You went
on as an aide on the Inspection Staff. And | ladesvery fine
experiences moving around the country, conduchsgections,
internal inspections of FBI Offices as an aide.

And then went out to Portland as Assistant in Gaand also,
because it was a small office, | had a squad thiehad the White
Collar Crime Squad and, in addition, | had my Assis Special
Agent in Charge responsibilities. And | enjoyedyvauch my
assignment as Assistant there.

It's pretty far west for you now for an easast boy.
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It's a long drive across the country durgniyiel shortage, as |
remember. But | made it. And then, once agaia,Jorless
popped up, as Joe was serving in Los Angeles asutinder one
Assistant in Charge. They had several becausastanarge office
and that was the way it was organized then. Skdssastant
Special Agents in Charge and one Agent in Char@pezial
Agent in Charge.

Joe was the number one, Senior, they called giséent Special
Agent in Charge and was named to have his own (imidion.

And he told Ed Best, who was then the Special Age€harge in
Los Angeles, that Ed should ask for me to come damchbe the
Senior Agent in Charge.

Well, somehow all that worked. Judge Webster Biasctor then
and he ordered me from Portland in 1980 to be #med® Assistant
in Charge. And | worked with Ed Best in the Losgkfes Office
in the pre-Olympic buildup to 1984.

| stayed in that office for two full years and,1lii82, after
completing a short tour as an Inspector, whileisgrin Los
Angeles, but going on the road as an Inspectanripteted that
and was named to go back to Portland as the Spfegaat in
Charge.

And actually | had requested that, which reallyvi@tuitous for
me, because | was able to go back, run an officallalready
known, and on a personal level, | moved back ingchouse,
which | had been unable to sell.

| had a townhouse or a condominium. So | movedt loaand
then spent two more years as Agent in Charge itiaaruntil
1984.

And Portland at that time was an overflow office & great
number of California fugitives. Bank robberies wéigh, that
was very high on the list of crimes in the staftéeir own prison
system, the State prison, was overloaded and teydwelease
prisoners early, who would then go and commit nooie, many
of them Federal.

So it was a busy medium-sized office. There vgerae fine
Agents and we did some good work.
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And also at that time, if you recall, skyjeng was a phenomena,
where different people of political bent or unseablinds would
skyjack a commercial airliner.

And I noticed when | went back as the Special AgeCharge,
when | pulled our files up there, | noticed that ezl not had a
workout at the airport in quite a number of yearshie Portland
Division. So | called the Chief, Ron Still, anetBheriff, and we
got United Airlines to cooperate and they donaigalanes for our
use. We used our SWAT teams, Special Weapons Antick
Team, of the FBI. And we had an exercise at thzod.

Just two weeks later, we had a real skyjackingeailyone
marveled that we all knew where to sit, we all knelat we were
doing, and it worked out flawlessly and we resolitday having
the skyjacker give up at the airport.

About a year and a half after that, into my tenthiere was a more
serious skyjacking, you know, that was where wethadD.B.
Cooper case too, you might remember. The monefoussl
when | was there, but not D.B. Cooper, who remaitiger dead or
somewhere today, probably dead.

But we had a more serious skyjacking, where theszidual took a
plane, Northwest Airlines out of Seattle, and diedrit to
Portland. We responded. The SWAT team was thienas there.
Again, the usual players, the Chief, the Fire Dapant, the
Sheriff.

And the subject claimed he had a bomb and he sghbihe first
class passengers and children and put the womeahédden in
the first class with himself. The pilot, as | rkcavas a Vietnam
veteran and he demanded FBI interference. We arethe
ground.

And so we worked out at the end of the runway \&itbther plane,
a similar plane, and devised a way where we coubdked it out
so that we could get our SWAT team under the caakiphout
being visible and did just that.

This is Michael N. Boone doing an intervieizwilliam M. Baker
on February 28, 2006. This is Tape Number 2, Side A.
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My SWAT team had worked out on the similane and found
that they could, using a human pyramid, enter tukpit through
the cockpit window - with the pilot and copilot’saperation.
Realizing we weren’t getting anywhere negotiatinthwhis guy,
the pilot said he was apparently getting more vibie his claims
to wanting to blow up the plane with these womea e@mldren
around him.

So we got Ken Lovin and Paul Hudson. Ken Lovirs e
Supervisor of the Bank Robbery/Fugitive Squad,Gheninal
Squad, and Paul Hudson was a very experienced Agent

And the two of them entered the cockpit. Thehfligttendant had
gotten the attention of the subject and they wbte ® open the
cockpit door and confront the subject, which th&l dAnd they
yelled, “FBI, freeze,” but the subject went forglparaphernalia
that he had wrapped around him. And so Ken Lokt §im and
killed him.

| got onto the plane, stepped over the dead skgjadetermined
no one else had been injured, the Agents werguitad, no
passengers had been injured.

And as | got off the plane, one of the Agents wared to me that
the CNN cameras were running, and they were mongor
everything. So | immediately held an impromptusgreonference
and announced that the skyjacking had been terednathe FBI
intervened with the captain’s consent and that evdronted the
subject, who failed to respond appropriately anevhs shot and
killed.

What | found out later on from the Deputy FBI i@ was that
Judge Webster was watching that news release withamd said,
“I like the way Baker handled that press conferénce

About two weeks later, | received a telephonefcaih Lee
Caldwell, advising me that | was being promote&Bd
Headquarters.

| just put a preliminary down payment on a skigeaut at Sun
River, Oregon. | was loving being back in Portlahd like
many, | believe, Agents under transfer, | said,t‘Bee, | really
am quite happy here.”
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Baker: And he said, “Bill, | served in the PortlaDiision too and |
know how nice it is, but you’re coming back. Ard e put it to
you clearly, you're coming back whether you wanbtaot and
you’re right now coming back to a very importansjion.” |
said, “What is that?” He said, “You'll learn whgau get back
here.”

“But if you put this off and try to fight it, yoll’still be coming
back, but not to that important position, so itiWkdanake your
decision easy.” | said, “Yes, sir, I'm coming baaht away.”
And what | found out is that Roger Young was negjrffrom being
Assistant Director of Office of Congressional antbk Affairs
and Webster asked me to come back and take ovgrdhidion as
an Assistant Director. So, it was quite a promutio

Not one that | asked for, but one that | reallijdse helped expand
me and helped me better serve the FBI for theofasty career.

Boone: Now how long had you been in Portland tine?
Baker: Two years.
Boone: Two years...

Baker: So two years as ASAC, two years in LA as £SAnd two years
in Portland as Special Agent in Charge.

Boone: So back to D.C. and you go house hunting theare.

Baker: Yeah, but, you know, | had worked for sornedjpeople in the
FBI. Ed Best was a good Special Agent in ChardeomAngeles
and | enjoyed that work. And | especially enjoyey own office.

Boone: What did you, what did you think of Ed asaaministrator?

Baker: | thought Ed was Machiavellian in his akilib create an aura
about himself and he was...

Boone: Good word.
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...he was quite competent and we became friesels. | enjoyed
working for him. I, I know that he was under pragsbecause
Chief Darryl Gates, the strong Chief of Police, waspicious that
Ed had been sent out to look into perceived coiwaph the L.A.
Police Department. And Ed always had a tough tmtes
relations with the Chief. We had better relatianih the Sheriff.

But what | found out was that | could get alongiejwell, as we
were planning for the Olympics, with some of theisecommand
at the L.A.P.D., very professional, people like Goamder
Morrison, who headed up the pre-Olympic planniregyv
competent people.

And we did a lot of planning for the Olympics befd went back
to Portland in late 1982.

And then you go ahead and take this volyimendatory transfer
to the Bureau.

Well put.

And what did you find when you got back éand they told you
what it was?

Well, | arrived at a difficult time for Dictor Webster. His wife of
many, many years, thirty years or more, had pass&y because
of cancer.

So it was a very difficult time in 1984 for himdrtherefore, for
me, because what | found out was this positionavesthat he had
molded, the position of Congressional and Publi@i®g, was one
where you became very close with Judge Webster.

By that, | mean | was responsible for working Upméthe
briefings for him when he went up to the Hill tsti€y. And | was
responsible for all of the news media contact betweBI
Headquarters, the Director, and the media, the meedia.
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So that it was a very demanding job for mg,one that | think |
had, without knowing it, developed attributes aldimg way that
helped. That was, again, | was a decent repotéryticould help
look at briefing papers before we briefed the Judge we were
able to select a very elite staff of people whokedron the
congressional side to brief the Director and mamiiaison with
the Hill.

And what we did, we picked Special Agents who aaok of field
experience and uniquely also had law degrees. | pndlit in that
order.

The Hill was very snobby at the time. The stafistants on the
Hill were often from Ivy League colleges. They wexthto put in
their tour as administrative assistants to Congnessand
Senators, serve on the staff, and then move on.

And what we found out was they had more respeaiso We had
one Agent who was a Yale law graduate. Othergjoaé to fine
law schools. And all of them had good distingucshareers as
FBI Agents.

Well, they were the cadre who worked up the bmggfpapers and
allowed the Director to give what | thought werelpably his
greatest legacy to the FBI, and that was to restarduster that
was clearly enjoyed when Mr. Hoover demanded reitiogrand
received it on the Hill.

In my estimation, Judge Webster earned that répathack after
the problems of the Watergate and the problemscot&d by L.
Patrick Gray, the accusations made against theofzBie Church
Committee, prior to Webster being named Director.

Senator Church on the Hill had conducted a scatiniqgjry into
the FBI's activities. And | think Judge Webstersnable to add
integrity back into our motto, the FBI motto of d&lity, Integrity
and Bravery...

That's correct.
...Fidelity, Bravery, and Integrity”, in theght order. And he
certainly was able through his own reputation aistlwvn

earnestness to testify and bring back that confe¢nat was so
necessary.
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And | felt in my own small way, serving, lasad of congressional
and media relations, that | assisted him in donag, tbecause | was
able to brief the press. | always maintained aemi dur press
office know my thoughts and that was that the F8ler mislead
the press, never tell them a lie, never use sulgerfalways have
your credibility, because you can only lose it ance

And we were able to do that and at the same tiised, “I won't
allow you to be bullied into giving out informatidhat we
shouldn’t be giving out and, therefore, I'll suppgou when you
deal with the media and can't tell them.”

But | think my field experience greatly helped mehat job,
because | understood the street Agent, the bridnAgAnd when
problems did come up that the press was inter@siédvas able to
have very good rapport with the Criminal Divisiamdathe
Intelligence Division in the FBI, where | would gown and be
fully briefed before or separately from the Judged then go
back and help him formulate a response, wheth®r ib Congress
or to the press.

And you may recall in those years from your owpexience, 1985
was the year of the spy, and we had many high{prefipionage
cases come to light during that time frame.

And | spent a lot of time with the Judge testifyin closed session
on the Hill and talking to the press about whatoeeld talk about.

Let me ask you a couple of questions. Retgrfor just a moment
to going to Congress. Let's say on Appropriatiand Budget.
Now one of the things that Webster and his prige€iors had,
had to overcome, was the animosity Hoover builougr the years
with the Congress.

And Hoover got pretty much the budget that he e@mind he
always gave some back, that was his thing. Ang were just
lying in wait for the next Directors to come alatogeut the
Bureau’s budget. Now how did you deal with th&fd tell me
about that.

Well that's a good observation. Amazinglyring Webster’s
time, we were able to take an FBI budget to oveaitlian dollars
for the first time. And he was able to do thagmrwhile we were
conducting intense investigations of Congress.
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And | refer to ABSCAM, which is a well-knowmdercover
operation that started out as a property crimes,dag quickly
developed into a bribery case involving ultimatedyeral
members of Congress, who were outed and oustedtfreim
positions for taking bribes from our undercover Aigevho posed
as a very wealthy Arab financier.

But Webster was able to do it by being extremedyl wrepared.
Everybody that | associated with respected the niéscould zero
in on you with cold blue eyes and demanding questid think
the fact that he had been a prosecutor, a Digindge, and then a
Federal Judge, gave him some of that ability tothaelaser beam
to get to the issue.

And | noticed, because | sat on the Senior Exeebard
because of my position, along with other Assis@in¢ctors. |
noticed that if someone were unprepared, Directeb$ter was
quite capable of throwing body blows through higgjioning
rather, not physically, but we likened it to a pright. When he
had you on the ropes, you better watch out, bedagiseouldn’t
finish till the referee pulled him off. And he wamigh.

And | think that helped him, because word quidaiby around that
you can’t fudge with the Director. You better belWprepared,
you’d better say when you don’t know something dod't try to
walk your way through it, because he would accegoh’t know,’
but he would not accept being buffaloed.

So, I think he was very well briefed. He had ay\good retention
of that. He used his briefing books, and he wasaaslid as he
could be with Congress and they liked that.

Another thing, an interesting observation | hadnsnof my
friends at the time said to me, colleagues fromRBE “Why does
he prefer being called Judge? We don’t think thaght. Why
doesn’t he call himself Director?”

And | once asked him that and he said, “Well,,Bidiu’ve been up
with me on the Hill.” And he said, “You watch thext time that |
go in there and Senator Specter or Senator Bor&emator Cohen
wants to question me. And they sit you on a cbeiow them and
they sit up there as your judge and you're the eas’
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Baker:

And he said, “I had a lot of experienceanit and it doesn’t hurt
for them to call me Judge when I'm sitting thedmd frankly, |
see no need. | know I'm the Director. They kndw the
Director.”

“But when they call me Judge, | consider that ragdming more
equal with them for the testimony. And | thinkdtgnore respect
sometimes.” And that’s the closest | heard from bn his
definition why he didn’t fight being called Judge.

| think the other reason is, he deeply apprecittedact that he
was. It's kind of like a former Marine. You domitind being
associated with something you have a lot of affecfor. And so
that kind of addressed that topic.

One of the very difficult things that bothyou had to deal with
and you for him, since you were his primary briefeas when
you're dealing with Congress, the secrecy issuassinrrounded
both our work and subsequently the CIA work aftett How did
you deal with those? And you had to make a datisaiween, at
what point you had to give something up versus sloimg you
wanted from them versus give them the information.

Well, we had, in the briefing books, we lekaksified information,
we had information on ongoing investigations thatldn’t be
disclosed, and we would compartment the book iatprents.

And so that if in open session, such as an Appabpns hearing,
the questions got to where they crossed over ir@bdrea, it was
my job and others, who were called with me to lseldaickups, if
he needed it, to let him know that we were getiinig a gray area.

To his great credit, | very seldom had to tap hide didn’t like to
be tapped on the shoulder and he didn’t need yt etten at all or,
or didn't hardly ever need it.

But that was the safeguard. And then if the qoestf the
guestioner, the Congressman or the Senator, wasigert, Judge
Webster would say, ‘I would need to go into closedsion to give
you the appropriate reply.’
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Sometimes they were eligible to do that,dibéer times they were
not. It was the Senate and House Intelligence Citteerand the
Senate and House Judiciary Committee that we quidto
closed session on. And then we would brief the@mmte
Congressmen.

So the Congressmen didn't like it if they werengpio be kind of
outed as having asked the question, where theyctget the
answer themselves. If they weren’t on that coneaitind they
didn’t want to go there. And that was usually ey it was
controlled.

Otherwise, he was as candid and forthright asohéddoe in his
responses and they appreciated that.

What level were the Congress personneldatief? Were they
really top secret?

Yes. And when you went, for instance, $ey the House and
Senate Intelligence Committee, they were briefedtatever
level, | mean, “Keyhole,” you know the various kings.

There were leaks and we investigated leaks, imofuith our major
cases. ABSCAM had leaks. BRILAB, another impartan
undercover case, had leaks. And, we had to lowktirat and
conduct our own investigation.

Very easy to conduct an investigation. Very hardolve a leak
case with the multiple distributions and the vasibevels of
briefings that were going on.

Webster had a reputation in the field ofbmnhg as Agent friendly
as say prior Directors. What was your experiend@at regard?

Well that goes along with the ...what | elude@bout Judge and
Director.

His strength was to select through the Senior &@&eard what |
consider to be a very competent group of senicgquerel. He
visited most of the field offices during his tenuttde always was
present, if unfortunately there was a death of garA based on
field operations.
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And | can recall, for instance, he was béiogored at the
University of Virginia and he was kind enough t& ase to go
with him. As | mentioned his wife had died.

And it was a formal black tie dinner in Mr. Jeffen’s dining room
at Monticello in the evening and then the next dayvas going to
receive one of the two awards given each year.y ghe an
award in architecture, the Jefferson Award, andward in law.
And he had been nominated to receive that law awahey don’t
give honorary degrees there.

And, | was touched by his including me, becausad attended the
University of Virginia and, in fact, the then Pmrsint of the
University of Virginia, Edgar Shannon, had beenfirst year
English teacher. And he had been appropriatebfduti Of

course | knew who he was. But he came up to mesingied me
out by name and said, “It's good to have you baakgd it made
me feel very good.

The point is, during the dinner the night befave,received word
of the infamous shootout in Miami, which took thesk of two
Agents and, and wounded many more, four or fiverlk total.

We immediately stopped the ceremony and we wewnhdo a
Bureau aircraft. Joe Corless again was the Age@hiarge at the
time. And Webster and | spent two days there.

And | can recall, at the hospital, holding the dhah one of the
Agents, Gordon McGinley, a seriously wounded Agehind
Gordy opened his eyes and looked up at me and thedsamd he
said, “Well, | thought it would be my wife holdingy hand, but
you're okay, Bill.” He spoke. That was the fitshe he’d come
to. The doctors said that the reason that hewoiwivas he was a
very muscular Agent because took several slugs.

But Webster was always present. We then went Wdst
Virginia, where we were at the service for the othgent who
was killed in that shootout. Agent Dove.

So always on the scene, but yes, there was thanemt. And
because of, | think, my ability to keep tuned intioat the field was
saying, | occasionally would breach the subjechuhie Judge and
very delicately, as you might imagine.
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For one thing, a couple Congressmen wowdysd say to him,
“You are the cork keeping the evil vapor of the EBhtained.”

And on one occasion, he kind of got short withwinen | said,
“Judge, next time someone says that, why you deli’him that
there is no poisonous vapor in the bottle,” youkndAnd it's
nice that they think you're the cork, but it's tiwbole institution.”
And, he said, “I'll take that under advice.” Angyu know, moved
on. |didn’t think it was right for him to just gahank you when
someone said that to him.

But to others who made the comment you referretigaid,
“Look,” and some Special Agents in Charge would tiwenit too
to me. And | said, “Look, it’s your job to get camd have liaison
with the Chief of Police and Sheriff. And the Diter is extremely
good at having very good relations on Congresswatidthe press
in Washington, where it counts.

“He’s shaping the image at that senior level. Yowut and shape
it at your level.” That’s as close as | came tdradsing it.

Did you feel much of a, of a White Housduehce, attempted
influence over the Bureau, in particular Webster.

You know, after Watergate, the direct apphgdor instance, used
by Presidents like Johnson, where he would ded&l véke
DeLoach, ‘cause he didn't like to personally ded@hwoover.

And Deke DeLoach as the Dep, number two guy, wgsa
between.

What existed by the time that Judge Webster bedaineetor was
using the Attorney General route and he had Ledi@nffin Bell
as Attorney General and then Ed Meese. And hegpilynwould
go through Justice.

He didn’t demand. He did have direct contadtndw he did with
Reagan. But he didn’t abuse it nor did he encauragHe liked
having the filter of the Attorney General and woatttiress the
White House directly when it was required.

So | think that was the way...I'll give you one exalmthough of a
person who has great public relations ability todag that’s
Rudolph Giuliani, who was then the U.S. Attorneyhe Southern
District of New York.
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The FBI had been working the Mafia Commisgiase and the
five New York families for five years. Giuliani o® in, very
competent, very aggressive, and we had a very gooking
relationship, but no shy person about publicityHonself.

| had a telephone call from my friend, Tom Shedrp was
Assistant Director in Charge of the New York Offidde had also
worked with me on the bank robbery area years befor

Tom said, “Bill, we're about to lose all of ourlgicity and it's got
the FBI rankled here. Giuliani’s going to holdstHuig
announcement and we’re going to be like seconddiddd is
there anything you can do?” | said, “Well, let thank about it.”

So | briefed the Director and | said, “Judge,ihkhyou should be
in New York for the announcement.” He said, “Bilin busy.
Tom Sheer can handle that.” | said, “Judge, th igh visibility
case. | think you and the Attorney General shgald

So we got Meese and Webster, we flew up. Befwat t said,
“Tom, tell Giuliani that his great work has attragtboth the
Director and the Attorney General and they’re baing to the
conference.”

And then | said, “If my memory’s correct, the UAtorney’s
Press Office there is small.” And | could almosahhim smiling
on the phone. 1 said, “Offer him, because of e that now we
have the Attorney General and the Director comarsgwell as him
and you, offer him the FBI Press Office,” whichhisge in the
New York Office there, “and while you’re doing théhd the
biggest FBI seal you can and put it on the podiulVhich he did.

So every talking head during that conference \pagaleng out
over a big FBI symbol, whether it was Attorney Gahd/leese,
U.S. Attorney Giuliani, the Director, or Tom, biety were all
speaking over the FBI, so everyone watching thatvshas
watching the FBI seal. And I think that’s how wat pack some
of the attention we needed.

| would try to do that type of thing where | couttlkeep the FBI's
profile front and center.

Well, while you were back there in this mafar session as
Assistant Director, was COINTELPRO coming about?
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Yes.

What can you tell me about the effect it bagou and the
Director?

Interestingly, | believe there were someysnine Agents being
looked at for black bag jobs, as was the expregnitimse days.
lllegal break-ins might be what anyone listeninghis would read
into it.

You might also tell us what COINTELPRO stdador what that
means.

Well, you might be able to better help méhweiome of these.
Counterintelligence

Program.

Program.

Basically warrantless searches.
Yeabh.

Black bag jobs.

Yeah. And, alleged wiretaps, illegal, ikkgy the critics’
standards.

In any case, Webster was confronted with the itiyaison that
actually had been conducted at the Departmentsticéu The FBI
couldn’t even conduct its own. This was prior tam haking over
during Clarence Kelley's term.

So the Justice Department conducted an inquirytizer Webster
took over and the Hill grilled him. And to his drg using the
lawyer staff around him, he narrowed it down tefigents, that
he took administrative action against from theysixihe Agents
initially identified.

And he was able to do that and, and get back alooitthe
administrative handling of the matter, when it lafr@ady been
given away to Justice, so he took it back and capneith his
administrative findings.
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Boone: This is Side B, Tape 2 of the Bill Bakeenview.

Baker: The example | gave was just, | think, arcteee of how Webster
could see the big picture and he gained contrafer~BI of how
to handle serious administrative matters internally

And | might add that under previous Directorsyéheeemed to be
a method of brushing it under the carpet, if theeee some
allegations.

| think what Webster demonstrated and got him ncoedibility
with oversight and the public is that, in fact, #®@l could deal
with serious internal administrative and even cniahiproblems,

The Office of Professional Responsibility was deged within
the FBI. And, under Webster, most of the Burederiral
problems were handled by our side of the houseit nas
coordinated with the Justice Department.

So that’s my take on that part of Webster’s tenure

Boone: You handled the confirmation hearings foéter to the Director,
as Director of CIA.

Baker: | did.
Boone: And you want to tell me what that entailed?

Baker: Yes, it was at a time when Iran-Contra hestl proken more or less
and become very much a media circus spectacle.

Then President, Reagan, knew that Judge Websgcavaing up
to the end of his mandatory ten year tenure asthiglctor. He
was in his ninth year.

And he contacted Judge Webster to see if he waaildilling to
go over to the Agency and become the Director aftaé
Intelligence to follow Bill Casey, who had just dieBob Gates
was filling in as an able interim DCI, but Reagaanted Webster
to go through the confirmation process.
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So | coordinated with CIA, their CongressibAffairs, and I, of
course, ran the Bureau’s side of it. And we gat through the
Senate Intelligence Committee and then to thefludk of the
Senate for confirmation, which is the process fposition like
that.

A lot of detail went into looking at various coaots that FBI
Agents or Supervisors had had with people likeeNorth and a
lot of vetting of that contact was carried on tewase that Webster
was not tarnished by any of Iran-Contra, since hs leing asked
to go over and fix it. We were able to do a thgtojob. | worked
very closely with the Hill staff to get him thorchig briefed.

| can recall one briefing, however, when the deai his entire
tenure were so thick, that the briefing book stbagher than any
New York telephone directory.

And the Director, it was late in the day, he weedtand became a
little cross with me and said, “Now, darn it, thisefing book is
entirely too thick. What do you expect me to aoregmember this
entire book for tomorrow’s hearing?”

“A briefing book is supposed to be that - briéfow | want
tomorrow to start off and | want to have a brieflbapk with
succinct points. Is that clear?”

And | said, “Yes, sir. It's very clear.” And thehole table was
filled with his senior staff from all over the FBjlou know, the
head of the Criminal Division, the head of the lijence
Division, you name it.

So he left the room and they just shook their keddne and said,
“Bill, you've got a tough job for tomorrow.”

What | did was | had that staff | told you abotivery competent
Agent lawyers. | said, “Okay, it's time for a léthumor. | want
about a five-page summary, meaning really a tabt®wotents and
a few executive summaries in one book, to justgymeer all of the
stuff that’'s going to be raised tomorrow. And thdlrkeep a
second book at the foot of my desk or his deskjsedt’s at the
briefing room.”
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Boone:

So that’s exactly how we started out. Améhded him this thin
book and he looked at me and kind of smiled. Amhtlooked at
the details and said, “Now, where are the detail&@d | said,
picking up thick book, “Well, sir, | didn’t want twouble you with
this.” It got the whole room laughing and it brake ice, and we
were able to move forward.

He was finally confirmed ninety-nine to one, wilie only
dissenting Senator being Senator Harry Reid, wistillsn the
Senate from Nevada. | don’t want to go into whyt Wwe were
doing an awful lot of organized crime investigagan the State of
Nevada. And | don’t know whether Reid thought i was
overstepping its role there or not, but he wasothlg Senator to
vote against the Judge.

So Director Webster, FBI Director, was confirmedecome the
Director of Central Intelligence. And the Presidehthe United

States, President Reagan, asked him to come updbwith the

President and the press.

Let me ask you one quick thing that, ththirlk would be helpful
for the listener here is, Casey was no longer tinecior...

Correct.

...and, the CIA under Casey had come undereindous
accusation and fire and Webster was being brougivhiy?

Again, to fix it.
Reputation.

Reputation for integrity and, and crediliind those two words.
And, his proven leadership while at the FBI.

So he was looked at by the President as the p&vsmome in,
who, and as you know, the President, Reagan, wgsclese to
Bill Casey. But he wanted to bring someone in wbold bring
back, raise the morale internally, and increasedbpect for the
agency. Many perceived that some of that washpdtan-Contra.

Well you say raise the morale and yet teirgging in an FBI that,

the enemy of the CIA, and so that had, he’s ordthéble-edge
sword here now when he, when he steps in.
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Well, let me just say not the enemy of th&.CAn agency often at
loggerheads perhaps.

But that was one of the things that he workedroh ladid too. |
might add that it was on the way to President Re'agzfice, he
asked me to go along with him in his car. He waisegpleased
with the way the confirmation was handled at thedie.

And he asked me then, he said, “| want you to icensomething.
| want you to go home tonight and think very hdmat, | really
would like to have you come over with me, to coraerdrom the
FBI.”

“l can detail you over or whatever, but you thatbout it. | want
you to be at the Agency with me.”

So | did think about it. And | decided that | idinave more
credibility if | was not detailed. And so | actlyasubmitted a
resignation from the FBI and was hired by the Chdl @aecame
their Director of Public Affairs and | was an adwigo the
Director.

And we kept a close relationship his entire tenwedl while | was
with him at CIA.

But at the President’s office, | had never beeth@éOval Office. |
had been up on briefings to various wings, ancagdyt in the old
Executive Office Building a lot, but | had neverdhaccasion to be
in the Oval Office.

And as we kept getting closer and closer to thal @ffice, |
finally said to the Director, “Well, you go ahead im there and
meet the President, sir. I'll wait out here.”

And a Secret Service Agent who knew me was ingghaf the
detail and he pushed me into the room and saickeéBahis is an
experience you should take.”

And so | walked into the room behind the Judgeo wretty much
forgot about me at that point. Now everyone kntlvesJudge. So
I’'m looking at President Reagan, who is sittingibdhis desk,
and then on a couch nearby was the Vice PresiBest), and
Howard Baker, the Chief of Staff.
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Well, these two people certainly also knemigeé Webster, but no
one in the room but Judge Webster had any idealwilas. And
so to avoid a very embarrassing moment, it looKeslthe
President was about to stand up and was abouyt6lI'sa the
President, who are you?”

And | quickly said, “Mr. President, | am here wiitirector
Webster,” who quickly turned and picked up on mgsance and
then introduced me not only to the President, buhé Vice
President, at which time Howard Baker broke the ide said,
“Bill Baker is that?” And | said, “Yes, sir, Mr.d&ker.” And he
said, “Where is your kin from?” and | said, “Kenkyc’ And he
said, “We’re probably related. You come over heamd sit next to
me.” And that's what | did.

We went through the interview and then met with phess. And
incredibly, their first question of the Presiderdgsy“Why are some
of your senior staff calling your wife the ‘dragtady’?”

And | could see that President Reagan was venhrutoff by
this question. And he immediately responded, “Ileere today to
introduce to you the next Director of Central lhggnce, who was
just confirmed at the Senate. And | am here toahbut that and |
would respect it if you would confine your quessoat least for
now, to this area.”

Afterwards, he said to the Judge and myself tiaentire
relationship between the senior media in Washingsuohchanged
after Nixon’s Watergate and he, President Reagarerrthought
that it would get back to the level of civility thiaad existed prior
to that.

Now when you went over to the CIA and restygiour FBI
position, that carried just a little bit of riskthiit. What kind of
position did that place you in?

Good question. It did have risks to it, becaugbaut going into
great detail, | had to go through the entire hifimgcess that
anyone had to go through who was to become employé&ziA.
And it involved polygraphs. I'll leave it at that.
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But my concern was, | didn’t want to be datug a never,
neverland, where for some reason something in rakdsaund or
whatever would preclude me from being successhitigd by the
Agency, whereas | had already resigned from the FBI

| did have over twenty years investigative expeseat the time,

but | was not age fifty, which was the earliest gge could retire.
You had to have at least twenty years of serviagatfifty. Well,
actually I would have had twenty-five.

There was a certain risk, but I'll tell you whtite opportunity was
worth that risk and the two years | spent thereaveltnamic years.
A very crucial time. And we worked very hard to tlee Agency
show itself as the professional agency that it was.

Now you had an extraordinary opportunitydigsJudge Webster,
to see the other major agency from the inside frmmndifferent
perspectives. And, what can you tell us aboufthat

Again, | want to focus my comments on the &iBe, because
separately, the CIA has its own vetting processr@rviews, such
as this.

But | can say that the FBI's mission statement @laar. Our job
was to uphold the laws of the United States anutdsecute those
who violate the laws of the United States.

The Central Intelligence on the other hand in meases had to do
its job by breaking the laws of foreign countrieorder to gather
some of their intelligence.

I'll leave it at that as far as comparisons, beeathe Special Agent
and the case officer are, are both fascinating golasone of the
functions that | did serve while there was to baefgoing Chiefs
of Stations.

And | later did this when | returned to the FBi,that they would
know the real responsibilities of the FBI Legalakthé, of the FBI
Agents that they as CIA officers might come in embtwvith
around the world.
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And | think there was probably at that pdive best working
relationship between the CIA and the FBI that hadted, because
of the fact that Webster was not going to tolelat& of sharing of
crucial information.

One very vivid example of that, that occurred whilvas at the
CIA, was the downing of Pan American Flight 103ndA had
been married for a little over, oh, about a yeat amalf by then.
And the Terrorism Unit knew at the Agency, knewt tmgy wife,
Robin, was a flight attendant for Pan American.

They immediately came to my office and let me kribat Pan
American 103 had gone down. And they asked ifdvknvhere
my wife was. Well, | said, “She’s in Europe. Waelid this flight
go down?” And, of course, it was over Lockerbieptand.

My wife, with the good head on her shoulders #tea has, quickly
made a rare call to me at the office at CIA antie know that
she was on the continent and was well. But | apared the quick
notification the Agency gave me.

Now after two years at the Agency, | was approddheFloyd
Clarke, the Deputy Director of the FBI at the tim&nd he asked
whether | would consider coming back to the FBhdA-loyd and
| were good friends. And | said, “Floyd, I'm connfable here. 1
want to do what's right. What do you have in mihd?

And he said, “Bill, I have in mind the job | jughcated and that is
the head of the Criminal Division. | can’t thinkanyone I'd
rather have there than you and Director Sessioreeaghat this
would be a good position for you.”

| said, “Well, I'd have to clear that with Direct@Vebster.” And
he said, “Director Sessions has already spokenrexor
Webster, even to see whether we can ask you.”

And so | then requested from Floyd Clarke timgadcsee the
Director myself and to talk it over with Robin.

| did that. Director Webster said, “Look, Billpoy've been very
helpful to me here. You've been here over two yedth me. But
that position to you, knowing your career, wouldike offering
me a Supreme Court position. And | encourage gagotback and
lead that division.”
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Baker:

Boone:
Baker:

Boone:

And so | did. And he replaced me with arotfBI Agent,
interestingly, Jim Greenleaf, who took my positasDirector of
Public Affairs at Central Intelligence. And | wdpack to the FBI,
took over the Criminal Division and was, therefaesponsible for
all worldwide criminal investigations. And at thahe, that
included counterterrorism.

You mentioned something | want to jump ofokeel forget about

it. Judge Webster was reputedly interested i, loopeful on the

Supreme Court nomination. Did you experience tHai® he ever
mention that?

| talked to him about it and in his open neots, he said that
certainly a position like that would be an incrdditvay to serve
his country, but that he thought that his expostifeBI and
certainly at CIA, placed him in a position whereltzel been
involved in so many sensitive investigations ansksahat were
brought before the Supreme Court, that he didrdtkhow viable
his candidacy really would be.

So | think, he was a realist about it. Certaihlyrink anyone who
serves as a Federal Judge would think that thaldAmaia
culmination, an incredible way to serve, but | thire saw the
reality of it also.

Another point, in fact, was he was in his midiéift when he took
over the FBI and, in 78, and so he...

Ten years at the FBI...
Yes.
...and several years at the CIA.

It gets you out of that age category. Qmesient wants to put
someone in who can represent for twenty yearsregyen.

And carry on his agenda for a while.
Right, exactly.
Well you were back at Headquarters now ad lbéthe Criminal

Division. What, what are some of the more memarabl
investigations that you found yourself running?
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Well, the first thing | had to do was do sorastaffing. Tony
Daniels, a very able Deputy there, had the OrganCseme
Division. And, certainly he had been a candidatbd the next
Assistant Director of the Criminal Division. Anaily and | were
close, personal friends, as well as colleaguesiaats for
positions.

Tony went down to head up the FBI Training Acadexny
Assistant Director. And we brought in Ken Waltarda&ob
Bryant was there as a Deputy. | had three Deputlesl then we
broke it up Organized Crime and Drugs; and therhag Violent
Crimes and other criminal work and Counterterroriand then
White Collar Crime as the main three areas.

So those three Deputies ran very important progr@mmme and
reported...

What year is this now?

This is 1989.

Okay.

| was at the Agency from '87 through '89ndithis was mid '89.

And there was a lot going on in the FBI at theetinWe did have,
as | mentioned, the downing of Pan Am 103, a hage.c

And | used the contacts that | had had with thery’s
Counterterrorist Unit. And we set up two timelinelsronologies,
to solve the case. We had a criminal investigatiiveline and an
intelligence timeline, and not in all cases colld information be
easily exchanged between the two.

We had lawyers who would work through that fuzeyea but the
overall objective was met, in that we were ablage much of the
raw intelligence investigation to augment our criadi
investigation.

And on the day of my retirement from the FBI, Attey General
then Bill Barr announced the indictment brought dawgainst the
two Libyan intelligence agents who were responditieutting
the bomb on on the island of Malta.
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Boone:

Baker:

Boone:

Baker:

Other cases certainly were important. Th#iGase was the
Godfather case and the Mafia. And we had a loinolercover
work that was brought to my attention.

One of my toughest assignments was saying naasyght
imagine, because | had a hundred million dollaysfeaa budget
for undercover operations and certain ones werng dr@matic and
took a large amount of budget dollars.

And | would always be looking at how can we maxenour
efforts here and maybe if | say no to this casecaremake ten
other cases somewhere else.

Now use of your resources clearly was areis¢lad you seen a
shift in priorities? | know between White Collari@e, Terrorism,
and the old school Criminal stuff, things were shd.

Very dramatically. White Collar Crime wamsuming the
greatest number of man-hours, followed by Organ2edhe and
drug-related investigations. And the bank roblsases that | had
nurtured my career on were getting less attention.

And interestingly, at the time of the Iragi invasiof Kuwait in
August of 1990, terrorism was perhaps the lowesthar of man-
hours being utilized under my supervision.

And that quickly turned around, so much so thath@ytime the
U.S. entered an active war to drive the Iragisiodtanuary of
1991, it was taking most of my personal attentiants of
briefings.

| sat on the National Security Council’s Countedgsm
Subcommittee. | worked again closely with the Qb&pple |
knew, but also now with Department of Defense,Rhatagon,
and we had a group, that to my knowledge neverahadk come
out of the sensitive information that we discusspdt one of the
White House offices.

Were you getting much contact from the AuggrGeneral’s office
or the White House at that time?

Yes. Let me say this. Attorney Generalribargh was there

when | returned to the FBI from CIA. And he sulbsaafly
retired.
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Baker:

And Bill Barr was the Deputy and Bill wast jou position where
he could be considered favorably among othershfull position
of Attorney General.

Additionally, there was George Terwilliger, who svanother key
person at Justice, and Bob Mueller was the persarked most
closely with, because | was Assistant Directothef Criminal
Division at FBI. He was the Assistant Attorney @l of the
Criminal Division-Justice. And we worked very cibg

In fact, in my entire career, | had never seeloser working
relationship than the top echelon of the Justiceking along with
the FBI.

They put a lot of weight on working closely witlofzd Clarke and
myself and my division and it did somewhat irrit&tieector
Sessions, who was, to put it politely, slightly ofifavor as far as
direct line contact at that time.

My reporting lines at the FBI, in part at my regyevas that |
would report directly to Floyd Clarke and then Dieector, of
course. And at some times, | found getting Dire&essions’ full
attention was challenging. Especially after | nadked under the
precise questioning and the in-depth probing the¢dbor Webster
conducted.

So all of us had to change our style a littlealitl keep the
Director, of course, informed. But it was a chadle. | think I'll
leave it at that.

The relationship with Bill Barr though, as Attogn€eneral, was
made very strong be...just before he was named, beadia
prison takeover, where we used the hostage resane t

It was Talladega, Alabama, and we sent in thedgestescue team.
Bill and | and Floyd sat in the command centerBit F
Headquarters. He came over as Deputy Attorney @krfecting
Attorney General, and looked at all of us.

And when it was time to send the team in at abeatthirty in the

morning, he gave the green light. We had a dimeokup with our
Hostage Rescue Team.
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And they blew the front door of the prisorhey had been
operating and practicing at a closed prison netrlget the right
type of explosive.

And in a very, very professional effort, the hgetaescue team
rescued the ten hostages, mostly who were pris@hogees, some
female. And no prisoner was seriously hurt. Twayenvhurt in a
minor way by the explosion and none of the HosRRgscue Team
was injured.

So it was a very successful and high visibilitiglraAnd in great
part, as Bill Barr later told me, that cleared tey for him to
become Attorney General.

So we did have a close relationship and, of couysestill had
Director Webster at CIA and that helped keep retetistrong
between those two important agencies.

So | was fortunate to be able to culminate my&airea position
that was mouthwatering, to say the least.

In order to deal with the huge volume of caseslangroficient, |
used a filtering system from the Deputy reportiogne and
Section Chiefs.

But because we had so many programs, | had twoi&pe
Assistants, both of whom worked for me when | was i
Congressional Affairs earlier, J.D. Huntley and Bichmidt. Both
lawyers, both fine Agents.

And they would help me filter through the grealwoe of
information.

We had briefing books for me on my desk of all encdver
operations, all sensitive operations, all matteas t had to keep
my fingers on.

And together we would often sit at the end of dagl discuss
sensitive issues, the three of us, my assistadtsmgself, often
joined by my Deputies. And often they were thesotiat helped
me when | had to say no to certain requests the¢ wade of me
and for various reasons | had to do that.
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Baker:

Boone:

Bill, you had a unique position working $ose to the Directors
and having the span that covers a lot of Bureaotyiswhat do
you see as any changes that took place in the Bune=x your
career?

One of the great strengths of the FBI celyaiuilt in by Director
Hoover, who was there for so many years, was thés RBility to
evolve and meet the investigative demands that aterently
required of it.

And by that, | don’t want to go trace all of thistory. But | want
to say that the FBI was quite capable, becausts tfained
investigators, to move from quantity to quality nh@ve to major
impact White Collar Crime cases, major disruptiages against
organized crime, contribute to the drug fight, aigb to work
Counterterrorism cases and intelligence issuesinémedible
demand and a real tribute to the strength of thieskBet Agent.

And an increasing role for analysts. One of thiegs | saw at the
CIA was where analysts could really help. Theytbaithat
experience and added an extra dimension necessgoua
explored criminal enterprises as opposed to thieichaal criminal.

Bill, I want to thank you very much for tagithe time to give this

wonderful review of your career and all this greside
information.
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